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1. COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF MAY 22, 1962 IS ONLY ACT OR 
ADMINISTRATIVE RESOLUTION OF OECD WHICH REFERS TO 
OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBER GOVERNMENTS TO ENSURE SECURITY OF 
CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS. SECRETARIAT HAS INTERPRETED RULE 

5 OF THE RULES OF PROCEDURE, WHICH READS "UNLESS THE 
COUNCIL AGREES OTHERWISE, MEETINGS OF BODIES OF THE 
ORGANIZATION SHALL BE IN PRIVATE," AS REQUIRING THAT ALL 
RECORDS OF COUNCIL OR COMMITTEE MEEETINGS BE CLASSIFIED "RESTRIC- 
TED" OR "CONFIDENTIAL", DEPENDING ON THEIR CONTENTS. 

RECORDS OF COUNCIL OR COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS WHICH LEAD 
TO AGREEMENT ON A DOCUMENT WHICH IS RELEASED TO PUBLIC 
REMAIN CLASSIFIED UNTIL SPECIFICALLY DERESTRICTED BY 
COUNCIL. 

2. CLASSIFIED OECD DOCUMENTS ARE NORMALLY DISTRIBUTED 
ONLY WITHIN THE SECRETARIAT AND TO MEMBER GOVERNMENTS. 

IN CERTAIN CASES, THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED TO OTHER SPECIFI- 
ED INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, E.G., ILO RECEIVES 
LABOR AND MANPOWER COMMITTEE DOCUMENTS, FAO RECEIVES 
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PROCEDURES REQUIRE THAT ALL CLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS BE 
KEPT IN SAFES OR LOCKED FILE CABINETS IN THE 
SECRETARIAT. 

3. COUNCIL DECISION OF OCTOBER 24, 1974 INTRODUCED NEW 
SYSTEM FOR DERESTRICTION OF DOCUMENTS IN WHICH SECRET AR 
IAT PERIODICALLY CIRCULATES LISTS OF DOCUMENTS WHICH IT 
OR MEMBER GOVERNMENT WISHES TO SEE DERESTRICTED; THE 
DOCUMENTS ARE THEN CONSIDERED DERESTRICTED UNLESS A 
MEMBER COUNTRY OBJECTS WITHIN 21 DAYS FOLLOWING CIRCULATION. 
(SECRETARIAT ORIGINALLY ASKED FOR 10 DAY PERIOD FOR AUTO- 
MATIC DERESTRICTION BUT WAS FORCED TO EXPAND PERIOD TO 

21 DAYS DUE TO AUSTRALIAN OBJECTION REQUEST THAT 10- 
DAY PERIOD WOULD NOT ALLOW SUFFICIENT TIME FOR CONSID- 
ERATION IN CAPITALS.) THERE HAVE BEEN NO OBJECTIONS TO 
DERESTRICTION SINCE INCEPTION OF THESE LISTS AND A 
TOTAL OF 15 DOCUMENTS HAVE BEEN DERESTRICTED. MOST 
STRIKING EXAMPLE WAS JAPANESE REQUEST FOR DERESTRICTION 
OF COUNCIL RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING IEA WHICH ENCOUNTERED 
NO DIFFICULTIES. 

4. COUNCIL RESOLUTION OF OCT. 24, 1974 MAKES ALLOWANCE 
FOR MORE RAPID DERESTRICTION IN "EXCEPTIONAL CASES." 

MOREOVER, EACH MEMBER COUNTRY RETAINS THE RIGHT TO 
ASK THAT REQUESTS FOR DERESTRICTION BE PLACED ON AGENDA 
FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING, WHICH WOULD ALLOW DERESTRICTION 
WITHIN TEN DAYS IN ALMOST ALL CASES, BARRING 

OBJECTION FROM ANOTHER MEMBER GOVERNMENT. IN VIEW OF 
AUSTRALIAN OBJECTIONS TO 10-DAY PERIOD WHEN IT WAS 
PROPOSED BY SECRETARIAT, WE SEE LITTLE POSSIBILITY OF 
COUNCIL AGREEMENT TO MORE RAPID DERESTRICTION PROCEDURE 
ON REGULAR BASIS. HOWEVER, WE BELIEVE EXISTING PRO- 
CEDURES ARE SUFFICIENTLY FLEXIBLE TO ALLOW US TO FUL- 
FILL OBJECTIVES OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, PROVIDED 
NO OTHER GOVERNMENT OBJECTS TO DERESTRICTION OF 
DOCUMENT IN QUESTION. 
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